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I,iay is bustint out all overlll I know the song says June--but the uay things
have been gpowing the last ueek--welI, things are just rbustinr out all
o'rer.lf There are not enough hoi:re in the d.ay to do everything that must be
d.one d-uring these days of rapid. grot'th, especially vrhen the z'aia and. trind on
many d"ays keep us from accomplishing what r,re should. 3ut isnrt it a joy to
i:articipate in and. r.ritness the miracLe of the earth once more springing to
-r-iI e 

'

The May rneeting of the Tvrin City lris Society rrill be he1d. at the usua.l
rneeting place, the YIfCA at Evrelfth and lSicollet in tiinneapolisrBhursday, Ir',ay

?1-, at 8:00 P.l-{. fhe progran will consist of hints, ideas and instruction
in shor.r techniques and arranglng so we may alL participate in the aanr:a.l
.tris shor,r Ju:re 6 and. Jth. Ir,lore about that foIlor..rs from our President, and
Shou co-chairman, nr. X'rank l{aLleck--we expect a large ti:rn out for this
meeting--shor,r sched.ules wilL be passed out and name tags and entry tickets
ryill be available. !'or those of you r"'ho ha.ve never shor"'B, this meeting vril-J"
be innaluable. Sring any questions you have and. r^rc vdII try to ansrnrcr them.
I;Ie want Xcg to enter or:r shor.rl

FIIESIDEI.TTf S I,ffiSSAGE

In April the vrinter covering of lris ta.s removed and. prospects are for a good.

Iris year. ALL nembers gave a favorable report.

I":r. Gus Sindt gave one of the nost inspiring talks on the gror,ring of lris. !'i;
is no rrronder rnre all came array fron the meeting thinking of the fantasy he tolci
of 'rthe rainlow breaking and. falling to earth and. vrhere each little particle
fel-l a beautiful flower sprang up, and. it was knotrn as the lris.il Portions
fell on your gard.ens and in a feu weeks those lovely blossoas r,uiL1 be carried
to the lris Shotr, June 6 and lth.

If the v,eather is kind" to us thls year, the shor,r should. be one of the best.
let ue all participate in the &isplaying of the lris at the showroom of the
Anerican Hardrare I',rutuaL lnsurance Conpany, JjJJ frxcelsior BouLevard..

The Consti tution of the T. C. i . S. says in Article

ttThe object of the Society is to promote the
iruprovement of lri s. . . .

a. To ho1d. Annual lris Shovrs.
b. to stimulate and support civic beautifieation pLantings.

Etc.

lo the knorrledge of the Society, this is teing done and. not' comes the
announcement oi pLanting Iris in tr,,o of the city parks. Arrangerents have
been made with the Park Board. that lris be planted. at the Rose Gard.ens and
the gardens aeross fron the Guthrie Theater, flThe 01d. Arnory Gard.ens.rr This
park planting is a civic beautification plogram and does not conflict with
any other project

I (over)
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Since this is a major undertaking the entire Society is called^ upon to pari;i-
cipate in provid.ing tho necessary rhizones for the planting. A list of lris
is enclosed. in this llewsLetter that can be of assistance to you in selecting
rhizomes. You may ha.re other goocl lris you wish to donate. I am asking thai;
you submit to tlie President a list of names and. number of your rtrizoues at
ii:.e &iay 21st meetiag that wiLL be ava.ilable for d.onation for the Park plant-
ing. Only by this means r,"i11 ue have'an advance inventory of the number and.

varieties kre can expect,

P1ans will bo d.rat,rn and rhizon:es from different d.onors trc be assembled on
paper, nhether you have one or Ono hundred, we gratefuS-Ly accept. 1'le thea
rrl11 assemble the four to selrcn grouping and in JuIy you vrill be contacted. for
the nr:.urber actually needed.

Lt must be renembered that our'Iris Auetion trlI1 al-so be the latter part of
Ju1y. trle must have rhizonres as we rely on the proceeds to finanee our organ-
ization. Keep this in mind. and. use yo'Jr oyn. jud.gment vrhen decid.ing on
tLo:rations

fhis may seem sone l,ha.t optim.istic, but all uoricing together this can be
ace omoli she d..

fhe heavy loss of lris sone yeers ago has been replaced. by nerr'er antl better
varieties. It is tine vre have clvie plantings to shon this magnificient lris,
to har,'e lt enjoyed. by countless hundred.s that visit the parks,

The program for this reeti.ng is not onl;r timely but most instructive. One of
the features of the lris Shor", is fLol,er arranging. [his artistic arrangements
&re a joy to all. Flower amanging vdII be d.emonstrated.

[he nalua]le instruction we v'iL1 receive at this meeting on selecting, clrtting
and. t,ransporting lris to tire shour rrdll be most appreciated.. ;.nyone that
exhibits lris knor,'s that 5 orcLock in the mornlng coues eaxty on June 6th.

Use 't,his knov,led.ge and have patience.
Greta

IRI S sliolf }IEAB,S

Come an* participate in the lris Shorrr! The days are becoming closer and cl-oser
for us lris lovers because sooo vre rdll be approaching the day on r,rhish tre can
d.lsplay or:r horticurtural babies. The rris Bho"' r"iLl take place on .june 5 and'

7ti:, in the American 4ard.v'are liutual Insurance Conopany building, r'hich is
Located al 3033 Sxcelsior i-loulevard in I':tnigarolis. Perhaps the easiest way
to finC. the bullding is to go to Lake Calhoun as the insuranee corpan]' is on
the banks of the lake. Trast yearts shotr r.las really a great one, but this year
ve can surely promise it r.ri11 be even greater because t'e have many excitlng
things in store for you. TrIe all hope that errerybody--aII of the members of
the Tr,tn Clty lris Society--r,ri11 pitch in and make this the best shsqr yet,

Just to -ehsu f,ou sore of the highLights on this yearts planning, tr€ r,'i11 have
our Court of ilonor, r"hich all of you knor.' are the best arn'arded. r'rinning lrises
that have been selected by our highly qr:e.Lified" Iris judges fron lrises grol'rn
b;r '{0ji.

The plans for ttre flor^rcr arrangements are going to be excitlng this year
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because $re a?e using the thenre, llsu$rnertime,rl fron |tPorry andl Bees.lt Schedules
r,'il-l ind.icate the various kinds of florrer arrangements that we vould. Like to
have in our shou. We are hoping that all of you members-1>rofessional,
emerteur, novices, and just plain flovrer lovers*-make an attempt to enter tho
flovrer arrangement seetion beeause all of these are $rorks of art 4ifl sfu6rr how
.,rueh you appreciate the efforts of yor:r horticultr:raI endeavors. Remember
l;h.at this is open to each and everyone of, you, and tre hope that you r"ill enter
Jne or nore arrangements in the flor,,er arrangement section for our lris Shor^'
'b; really make it the biggest and. best shor^, rrle have ever had..

As far a-" the ed.ucational exhibits are coneerned, tre are going to ha,ve excellen'.r
ones again this year. TtIe are going to have d.isplays of tr,ro types. One r^rill bi.
'p';e si:nted. by I,.r. t'ialter Carlock that uill- shoro the importance of the Dylcers
i,,ed-al and. hOr^r the avard. is achieved. as ure1l as the lrises uhich haye r,rcn tlrenn
Lirroughout the years. Some of you have alreadry seen part of his display antL
rcnorr t,hat a vronderfuL ed.ueational presentation this vri11 be for you and the
public. [he other educational exhibit r,[]1 eonsist of demonstrations of
Eiot,ing, cultr:ring, ancl divisions of lrises. This perhaps r,rill be one of the
most exsiting areas because both you and. the public vrill see the correct ways
bo grov, and increase your rhizome supply. Special brochures ra'iIl be a.vailable
to you and our guests on the proper method-s for culturing lrises.

Perhaps one of the new things of this yearrs shovr is that we are going to ha-.re
a se?arate part of or:r schedulo for entries of Iris stalks of the Dykers i,ied.aI
roinners. This is designed. to get these lrises in one Soup v,here they can be
judged for the best of the shovr. Soth you anC the public will see the Dykeis
Med.eur lrises that ue can grow here and as they appear in coloration as grol^rn
in or:r Minnesota soils. fhe same type of jud.grng r,rill be used for this group
as for the other entries

There vri1l be a nunber of beautifuL, professional exhibits by loca1 land.scape
artists in or:r shorr this year, ancl I arn sure all of you viII be in arre when
you see what they have planned. I am going to ho1d. you in suspense because ths
excitement of seeing these exhibits r^'i11 greatLy ad.d. to yorrr participation in
the show.

[he Iwln City lris Society, &s you all knovr, is mad.e up of people--you ancl I--
and in orcler to nake 1t a real success, all- of us should. d.o everything possibie
to make 151s lris Sltow the best shor" r'e have ever had., True, ma4y of us do
no!, have as nany lrises and. varieties to select fron as others, but rre are
certainly proud. of those urhich we do have, and eaeh and. everyone of them
certainly has merit. ltthy not all of us try to enter at Legst ten stalks of
our best lrises into the conpetition? I am sure most of you rriLl be surprised.
that you wil} have the opportr:nity of getting ribbons because reuember every- '

oner s Irises are e4posed. to the saoe clinatle conditions, and naybe yorJr
Irises have slightl-y better gror*th conditlons and &ay succeed. in r^rinning
ribbons.

ile1p! Helpl EeIp! r.'re are calling for help from each and every roember of the
Society to set up the shovr. hle.need volunteers to set up the tables and. get
sone of the exhibits lined up on Frid.ay aight, June l. Ar4yone +rho ean d"evote
a fei,r hours of his tiue to this preperation, please 

"o11 
lvrrs.La0roix (II,5-9151.,

and. teIl hor r',hen and hor,r nuch time you can d.evote to helping us on Friday n+gh'
to get evergthing ready for or:r blg days, Satur&ay - June 6, and Sunday - June I

(over)
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Tlie Tvri n Oity I ri s Shor^r i s neari Bg--cotre
in the shot^' because the shou is not mad.e

il,n6 everyo ne of you rnember s of t he Tr''in

one corne all : ! And. par ti cipate
W of a f err, but i s mad.e up of eaci:

City Iris Socieiry. See yoll therel

Frank E. Ilalle clc

rtnnuals are the rtspicert of the sunmer ancl earLy autunn gard.en, supplying'the
much need.ed. color that uas so generousl-y given by the early spring bulbs and.
bhe perennlats wirich, r^dth a very few exceptions, are at tliis time haviag
i;heir d.ulI moments. The bulb foliage is dryi.ng ancl t'rithered., perennial plants
are past their most attractive.period, many eatering ? btate of dormancy, d
fevr will ad.c1 foliage contrasts and baekground for the gay colored. aunuals that
rv'i.11 defy uidsunner heat and. bridge the gap between the very ue,lcome blossoms
of early spring and the riot of.color presented by'the nuns and faII flowe::ing
nerennials.

*ii'or the gard.enor annuals are plants that com;olete their life cycle in a single
ieason. the plant begins as a seed, gerninates, reaches maturitl, flouerg,
produees seed., and. d.ies naturally vrithin the period of a year--or betv'een the
last frost of soring and the flrst frost of fa}l, fhe experienced gardenei
recognizes three classes of annuals, those that are hardy, half-hardy and
ter,,J.er. the hardy annuals can vrithstand. a certain amount of frost and. the
seef,s can be sown in the open ground in earLy spring, sosre can be sorn in the
late fal1. the tend.er annuals, hor+svg3, cannot stand the chilL of liizy or
-qaptemler nights anC. cannot be sov'n out-of-doors untlL the soil. is r,rarn and.
danger of frost is past. fhe hatf-hardy annuals are suseeptible to frost but
can stand cool weather; these can be planted. d-irectly in the ground. in the
micld.le of the spring sor^'ing season--about r,'hen the appLe trees are in full
bloom. fhere is no hard. and. fast rule clastsifying those'three groups, os-
peciaLl;r in the half-hardy group as locaL eonditions,,soil coryposition, and
erien the position of planting i.n the garden r^,i11 be a factor in the classifi-
cation.

rts a group, annuals are sun loving plants, althougfr a fer+ r"rilt thriye in partia.
shad.e. Ehey are not too particular about soil cond.itions, many are entirely
lnd"ifferent, and a few vrill grovr well on poor soils. Hot'ever, ad.equate
preoaration r".'i11 revard. the gardener with better plant grov'th and. more bloom.
The hard.y annr:e.ls can be sown in earl-y spring r,'here they are to bloom, or in
nursery bod.s for transplanting, lator. The'soil oust be in suitable cond.ition'
'lrefore seediag, firn and. raked. d.or'm finely. Iviany annual seeds are very tiny
eind if planted in soil nade up of large particles uilL be lost in an air pocket
and dried out. fhe finer the seed, the finer ihe tilth of the soi.l must be,
nepth of sor.ring d.epends on tire size of the seed., ln gbneral the depth is tr+ice
the d.iaroeter.of the seed.,- After sordng, the soiL should. be rratered. r'rith a
fine spray and. must not be a}lowed. to c1ry out until after germination and the
young plants ha-'re becosre ueII establ-ished.. In the open grouad. it is impossible
to eontrol ten$eratures and noisture, heavy rains wash out seecLs or porrpact the
soil too firmly, or hot sun and vrind.s d-ry the soil too quiekl-y, forming a hard
crust. It is easier to control th:se factors in"a speeially prepared. seed. bed
in uhich sand, pulverized.peat moss and comg:ost are rroiked. into the top three
inehes of soil. The seeri bed. shoulcl be in a we1l-d.rained. location, perhaps
raised. a ferr inches above the sulrounding area;

The half-hard.y annuals are so$m out about a nonth later than the hardli-es, or
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abit earlier if in a favorably protected. or sheLtered spot. For maxln.uo

i:eriod of bloon these should. be started. earlier ind.oors or plants shouLd be
rr:rchased, from yor:r nurserynan.

'I'ei:ii.er ennuals are sol,.rn at
rhi li and the so i J. i e, warrn.
:0.'*$t be started, Iong before
are agerat'am, lobelia, €ind.

l" n lvlar ch,

corn planting time , r,rhen the nights have lost thelr
I,iany of these require a long grqlring season and.

ontside coriditions e1'e favorable. *ritol}s tlrese
petunia, seed.s of the se should be started. ind.oors

;\nnuals can be chosen to fill practically any need. in a garden, r,hether it be
-il,,r a talL background, a low eduglng, a windor.r bo:c, to co'rer a dly bank, for
;-utting, for fol-iage effect, to ad.d. color to a perennia} tord.er, to grow in
;ontaiRers or pots, or for house plants!

1,-rs. qI . F Lavaco t

PAIII$ YOUit lvriDstl,s;E3.30nDE.dS uITg DAYIIIY C0t0R
3y

Rev. Eld.ren \rr. liink$, Rlgiona1 Vice Presid,ent
Anerican HemerocaLli s Society

ALbert lea, lviionesota

Need. more color in yo,.r midsumsler bord.er? fhen d,aylilies are for 5'qu. No

uther perenniaL can matqh their abiLity to r'dthstantL heat, d.roirght, and.
generaL lnattention as can daylilies. [he specie is botanically lcaornrn as
nene:oealIis, a term that has been nistakenly associated rrritn henoglobin. ln
fact, tire A,uerican lleuerocaLl"is Soeiety is reported to have reeeircd. a donatio:r
intended. for a fibloodr ctrarity"

Asile fron the very early*Loomlng specie-clones that ad.d. attraetion to the
Iris bord"er in June, the uid.season JuLy bloomers are the most prod.uctive,
floverr^{se. It is the warn Ju.3.y night that develops the size of the forth-
comlng dayt s flora1 display. i{emerocallis are post attracttve as companions
to r,rell-kept lris foliage, pLatycodons or balIon f3.owers, and perennial phlox
ln the mid.su:nmer garden. the bLues in the platycod.on and. the whites in the
phlcx should be pred.onlnant.

Dayl"ilies come in a variety of coLors. In the chartreuse to yellovr shades,
*IIAS (trraus) and. J.{KI RUSSEII (F"usseLL) are highly recornniended. as all-
aro'rnd perfotrners. .A:nong the gol.d.s and oranggs, fntstUil.tf RICE (Claar) ana
AfnlT (Itraus) are very d.esirable. There is a relatirely ner,r coLor class among
the daylilies. This consists of cantaloupe blends and. tanp3iss shades. The
color for this elass is more comuonly knovrn as melon. F}iANCIS FAy (Fay) is
an-extra flne speeimen here. Ii,TJLTITOIUAI{ (Kraus), r^rhile stilL rare, has -rnron the
t96J Stout lredal, l'hich is the coniparab).e award of the Dykers lu:edal among lris.
I,iUT,BI'TCryiilg is one of the sturdiest of melon daylilies on the raarket today.
l"aGIC DAltrN (IIaII) is a LoveJ.y ruffLed. rose pink, r"rhile UAR EAGIA (riaff) is a
nost satlsfactory red,. Its color is rich and velvety r'lth form that has no
peer to d.a'r,e. tIlXl-nY LACE (Spaltiing), trirlle new, is norr reasonably priced. and.
is a choice iten in lavender. An o1d. but good plum pugple that still challenges
the nernr introd.uctions Is JEJIN LA.I'ITf''i (Ctaar), Its unusual color and. broad foru
ranely fail to evoke comments from gard.en vieitors.

( over )
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TRISES FOH. MTNNEAPOTTS PARK GARNENS

I1r" Howard I.. Moore, Superintendent of Minneapolis Parks, has assured
the I\,rin City: Iris $ociety'that our proposed donation of iris rhizornes wlLI
be plant'ed and cared for under the direction of Mr. Carl Holst, Supervisor of
HorticulEure. Mr. HoLsE will provide space for ptranting i"n Lyndale Park near
the Rose Garden and in the ttold Argrory Gardensrt north of the W4.lker Art Gallery.

:.

Th..:se who want Eo participaEe in thj-s iprogram should contact "itt..Mr. Glen Hanson or myself , who will receive your donatj"ons of rhizomes and
deliver them to Mr. I{olst to be planted during ehe laEter part of .July to
assure a nice dispLay of. bloom in 1965.

In order to make the best display it will be suggested t,o Mr. HoLst that
four to seven rhizomes of a'variety be planted in each cLump. Those who have
epare rhizomesr less than four of a variety, s.hould combine their offerings wiEh
anoEher member in order to assure a'fuli ctump of each variety"

I share the opinion that we warlt to see the besL irises growing in our
public park.'gardens"that'we cad afford to give. I mights, suggebt varieties,
listed in the Popularity PoLl of 100 Favorite Varieties or'ner^r varieties pur-
chased at the Tvin City Iris Society Auctioq in the .past few''years. :

I,Ie should not give variet'ies known to be tender such as Snow Flurry,
Sierra Skies, Petrs Dream or Char-Maize. Varieties that require staking shoul-d
not be given, Zantha; Palomino, Truly Yours, Pink Formal, Golden Sunshine,
Cloth of Gold, Vatiean Rrrple, bryce Canyon and Blue Shimner are soflte vdrieties.

If you believe a variety'does not, have good carrying power or garden
value, perhaps it shpuld noL be offered" '

It is sometimes difficult to telL if the flowers on pink varieties are
opening or folding and the spent bl-ooms are l{ttle noticed; but on the reds the
gpent blooms are.very conspicuous and unsightly so varieties such 4s the ,reds
that burn in the sun and conspicuousl-y show their spent bldoms shquld be in.the
minority of variet,les offered for planting. ) i.

Solid colors of b1ue, pink, yellow and white'have good garden value and
carrying power,, Dee,p'purple can very effeetively be used for accenL

G " B. Gable



IRTSH$

Accenf;
Al lagLour :

Smeehypt FLar*e 
\

$rgus Pheasant
Pang
Ee Ila M*hr
Beeclrtr eaf
Bl aclc I{i" 1ls
B1sck T*f f e fis I

Blue Fpurefia"f-m,

Blue &hvf,hnt
B lu e Sm"pp?:ire
Br;*g s Aa;e t*r': [:,,*

B';:c:m,re .[ie:- X.,

Brig'xt cl n*::t

,'Si-b-oXa " ," 
Ce tres Uir*I Si,"te
Dgn,c iT!"$' $'$,pJ;s,;:

Father l&f"gr:.t*v

Gay Aaiverr*m.:::e'Ir.lsh Li.,rrert
Kni.ght hoqrd
tradY Albrf-gkrt
[ady g"pdgers
I,ahe of fihq '$,s 

]"em

I,Iinneis ota $ktes
May Flagic
lIlss J.on Glory
Mlss ion $tar1iffe

. Nortpern il$"gttts .

Or ienta I Pemr I
Polar Cap t

Party dres,s r

Phoebus Apollo
Forq rori-me

Fretty gay
Rose Glory
Rosy Veil
$tprm warlri-mg
Sandy Jean
Tr ibnf,e
White BouqueF
Wide Wor ld
Lady Mohr
S Innohr
Rairrbow GoId

.i' Go lden Garland
New Snow ''{'

Lulu Matrguerite

Fraxnces C'ra rg t

HarhE:r' BIue' '

, Aref,te F1ame
Capta in Ga }lamr
I{enry Shaw t', " :

Dawn Cre s t
Thsf;mes III
Utakr VaL ley
Sr;uth Paeifie
Vio let Hi Il"s
Va l" irnar 1

Desert Song *

R,e S; iru,a .}{m.r "t.a

Tft.Er 1I.{- {-g}:ifl

T{e l e.m fftl}" 3" f.'r.t6roomd

Fme "[f :i-e Paraureru[n&.

$'rux f ire
Lavam,ffi$ que

Queef:f s Lae e
,,fiaroLine.Tane
I,ady llse {

Mimni-e
hlabash
Cas cadi"an

, Cur 1' 
t d C1mud

Cl"oud Cap '

tlayryn ard trIind
. May Hq 11.

Waxing ,Floon
Tran qu i 1.,if y
Al" lag low I

Carme 1a
$olid GpId ,.tr

Chd"nquapin
Na&f.'q"'e Dei&e er
Pc lka ltirne , 

.

Spanish Pepks
[*Iho 1e C lottr
Vio1efr Harmreiny
FrosL and F1asrle
fileanor ' s Pri.de
Mary Randa11
gable Night
Me 1o*{rama
Happy Birthday
F ire t Vio let
Al leg iance

. June. Meredirtr
Ce1est ial Snow

Suran Ba l" Le L

Otr"ynp$"e Toretr
tsutfiersccfreh Kis s
feehny Chirrtes
Inea Chtef

, Fi"erre lvtre'nard
Lf"mee 1, f"gtlt
Roco eCI

C1tffs e:f Dover^
Argus Fheaserat
Hdentte
Btaek Swam

Gan f, l-ee
Doe aitd, ji},:ri.gtr
.aff; ,'* 'i .

lli{It;l-li.r" L;c,t-}i(.

Re&ao'$*e Elu ' 
',

lmdtglcw
S'lra:ur Gcddess ' ^i

Bras-s Aecent,s
ffict fieal Swts s
Ch,riva 1r'y
'Fi-msrae l-e
rdttcLah ', .., .

Pretty.Ca'roI
' ["ymn Ha 1]"

Dqeauny

Caribou Trai l"

Cae hedral Bel- ls.Mi. 
tr" L iona ire

OLa Ka].a' 
,

AquaEenniatr" Quleen



$rfA3J' IRIS

If you uant solid. masses of florrers that bloom trith the narsissu-s and tuLips,
ihen try gror,'lng d.r^,arf iris. lie get more pleasure from orrr dvrarf iris than an;'
ot,her fLouer and have them grovring ln bef,s where they can be seen from o,rr
l,;itctien vind-ow. The bright colors of yel3.or.', blue, lrhite and. vioLet are truly
a sight to behoLd.,

Tlrere are early, &id.season and. late blooming varieties of dwarf iris the sane
as with the taII bearded iris. Tou can have carpet-Iike beds of solid dlsplay
bloom a fu}} nonth beforo the talL beard.ed. iris comuence to bloom.

Ir:ring 1963, a chart f.isting fifty-five varietios was accurately liept shornring
.:ete of first flouernnumber of d.ays each variety remained. in mass 0isplay
'ol.oon and date of last flower. She ftrst flovrers usually appeared. several d.ays
;r,LreaC. of the rnass of disBlay bloom. The true nalue of eaeh r,'ariety r,as
aotei:mined. by the number of days it remalned. 1n ful1 rlispiay bloom.

Zr,+anamire, a beautiful ruffled. rniniaturo yeLlovr sto.rted the season April 2Jrd,
r':ith the first flor,rer. It $ras a nass of flouers ln fulL clisplay bloom from
April ZJth until l.iay l+th and. qult blooming lv,ay /tlr, Six more early narieties
started to bloom during A.pril and" all ruere through blooming before the last
l-ate variety started.. $lrs1'r Fairy l'ras ln soLid. display bLoom from April 28th
rmtil Vray 8th whiLe the late variety, Orange Bantam rnlas in ful} display bloom
for ninetoen days, frsro l{ay }th untll" i,lay 2/th inc}usive. The average }ras
about seven d.ays but el,even varieties r'rere in fuII display bLooro for ten days
o:' J.onger

:tright varieties of taIl bee.r0ed. iris started to bloom d,uriog lday Z\tfr, 251n,
ana ?6th so the d.r,rarf bearC.ed iris started. blooning over a Eonth ahead of the
ta1l bea,r'led. varteties and. eontlnued. untiL after the start of the talI
beard.ed. iris season.

Dt:arf iris multlply rapidly and soon grot,'into a solit1 mass.
G. 3. Gable

IiTTEEI{EDIATE IRIS

fiave you noticeil,? The iris discussed. here in the Naws and' Views have been
getting talLer aad Later. tr'irst carne the rniniature drnrarfs and. then the stan-
d.ard. druarfs. Now u'e are up to a group that shouLd. bo betr,reen 1\ and.28 inches
tall, and. bLoon mid.r^ray tetween the d.warf and. taLl seasons.

There are lots of interned,iate lris around. Very vigorous and hardy, the oLd.
timers sta;,ed. in gard.eng for generations. ,4, great ma,ny of these are early
introd.uctlons of the Sass Brothers and. the top ar,rard. for the group nor.r ls
caIIed. the Sass Arara,r'4 ia their honor. Tiris ls presented. to one iris a year
and. is ths e[uivalent of an Aruard. of Merit. Theoretically it makes the r,rinner
eligible for the lVkers l\,,edal, but it s'il-I probably be a fevr years before
judges Learn io consider seriously arlything but a taII for the honor.

Trying to lmprove the interned,iates r,ras a futlle 6ort of exercise for uany years
tecause most of the oltier varieties are sterlle. 3ut each year nor/ sees the
introd.uction of new and exeiting entries in the cLass. lhen lvir. Cook and iiir.
Douglas began pollen srrapplng and erossing betweea the pu.urilas dvrarfs and.,ta.LLs,



they reaIly expected sonething Larger and later than the charming stantlaril
d.ruarf s they produced. Ehose pr:.uiLas rrere potent parents. 3ut there proved to
l:e a real borxrs ia the fertiLity of these Little feLlons. tr,tlren bred back to
taIIs, they prod.uced intermed.iates that r'tere far prettier than the oldies,
aad. u,ere fertile both to other intermed.lates and to dwarfs and. taIls.

Iiorr' there are intermediate varieties in a wlde range of lovely clear colors,
unusueil color patterns, excellent form and. quite respectabLe stalks and brancl'.
ing. Sooe fine ner"r introduetions are: Blue Asterish, such a pale blue that i'
looks a l-ittle d.irty, but a nice flor'rer ra"ith a darker blue area on the falls;
and. its sister Cloud ?luff , a charming round rrrhite flor.,er; Little Angel is
another r,rhite that is highly praised, but I havenrt seen it yet. I,iine Ripples
is a ruffled light yellor* as well-forned as the best talIs. Paul Cookrs
6iss-1r:e-Kate is an ind.ivid.ual; creany colored. vrith a narro\r' violet border on
the fa}ls. It ls a tiny cousin to the taI1 Enma Cook and. there is a family
resemblence. First lilac is just trhat the name lnplies a beautiful snrooth
lilac se1f. The Sqhrlenerrs have introduced tr,o that look pronising indeed..
Cutie and. Drunmer 3oy are slblings, one white and one light b1ue, each r"'ith
blue rmi.ns on the falls. Ehere are flamingo pinks being introduced now, but
I knoru of none that are up to snuff for clarity and. smoothness yet, An inter-
esting sid.e line is the lntroC.uctlon of oxcos and. regeLias into interrned.tate
breed.ing and. many of the offspsillg are fasqinating. I gror"' I'roonchild. ruhich
is an oncobred. It is a light pink orchi.d, rrelned. violet, with a deep violet
signal patch. It is just as round and lush and. exotic looking as its giant-
sized relatives, but l;ioonchild. is dalnty and endeari,ng,

ITor,r arenrt you glad.? You no longer need. to apologize f or the quality of the
flor'rers ruhen you iad.ulge yor:r desire for earJry iris bloon.

tt?or cent,uries the Soyst ?estival has been celebrated yearly on the 5th day
of the lth month, &!a,y 5, _. [he Festiva]. is also knot,rl as rshobu'-no-Sekkur

or tlris tr'estivair and. qails for many leaves of tShobu,r variety o1' Iris, vrhose

Long, narrol^r cut Leaf is so4ewhat Like a svord bLad.e in shape. fhe boys bpthe
in the Shobu-yu, or lris hot-bath, on this day to instil a vrarrier spirit in 

.

them. TLre wood.en sruord used. on this d;ry ie calledtshobu-katanar (Iris Srroafl)
from [l,,te Japane se. ff

Fuj iya Hotgl , Ltd..
iu-iyamo shi t&, Hakone
Japan

Ivrrs. Saklre recei.ved. a long d.istance call fron a friend. in Sresno, California
on April I!, f95)+ tnat Yiklng Prjnce, one of our seedlings she had. seat to
hirn last fall- r,as in bloom *pril L$, f96\ ane that he thought it r,as excep-
tional, It is nice to lirnor.' that our Wper mid.west seed.lings also are d.oing
r+ell in CaLifornia.

( All ri ght s re se rve d.)

Frinted by Yarnagota Press,
Yolcohama, Japan

The End.


